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Butte, the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison, has only one hydrologist who is
located 2.5 hours away and extremely busy. The Gunnison field office has no
employees with water/hydrology expertise and because of this, we have seen many
decisions occur in the past without any real sensitivity to watershed issues. This is
also occurring in the local BLM field office, with their hydrologist working out of
another watershed and also very busy. I have no doubt that both field offices will
attompt to follow the new watershed palicy as best they can. but they will do so
with backgrounds in forestry, range sciences, and wildlife biology. Please ensure
that the commitment to expertise is part of the watershed policy.

3. We believe that protection of riparian areas, as well as the area upland of
riparian areas, is an integral part of watershed protection. Many times, the focus is
on actual rivers and streams and their immediate surroundings. We would like to
see a policy that recognizes the whole watershed.

4. As part of the policy to review use authorizations and licenses on federal public
lands, we would like to see language that shows a strong commitment to protect and
restore watersheds. In other words, use permits should not be re-issued or issued
if the use will only have a negative effect on a the health of a watershed.
Watershed protection should be a baseline for management decisions regarding use
authorization and licenses on federal public lands. :

5. All watersheds should be managed to achieve water quality standards and comply
with anti-degradation requirements. We would like to see the policy utilize Best
Management Practices (BMPs) to achieve these standards, as BMPs are a good
management tool. We would also like to see the policy review and upgrade BMPs as
often as necessary and require monitoring for compliance and effectiveness.

6. Finally, please assure us that there is a mechanism for public participation in the
watershed decisions on federal public lands and that public concerns will be
addressed.

Again, thank you for your commitment to watershed protection and your
recognition of the value of science as well as local input to the process. We look
forward to the final product. :

. Sincerely,

7
-~
By .

/ A

A2
Kinna Ohman
High Country Citizen's Alliance
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